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W R I T E  B E T T E R  

HOW TO COMPLICATE YOUR 

SENTENCES 

So you think a sparse writing 

style is always the right choice? 

Think again. The trend is turning 

towards a more elaborate, 

decorative way with words. 

Hemingway versus Woolf? 

Perhaps. 

W R I T E  L O N G E R  

SQUEEZING MORE WRITING 

TIME OUT OF YOUR DAY 

Write at the gym, write while 

stirring your sauce. And then 

write sitting up in bed. Take your 

laptop simply everywhere … or 

write on your phone. What did 

you think the Notes app was for? 

W R I T E  S H O R T E R  

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Submit! Very small excerpts, poetry 

or flash fiction [to 200 words] are 

considered for publication in this 

newsletter. One or two are chosen 

for each issue. Send your 

achievements and coups too. 

Email to the address on the last 

page. 

FROM YOUR COORDINATOR 

Hello everyone, and welcome to our newsletter Writers Rock.  

Firstly, I would like to introduce your new Writers Committee; Helen Iles, Sharon 

Wong, Rosanne Dingli, Robert Britza, Georgia Tingley and Jean Frost. If you 

have any questions or ideas regarding the writers’ centre, please speak to these 

people, and we will endeavour to answer them for you.  

It has been a few weeks since the AGM, and we have been working hard behind 

the scenes to come up with an exciting program for the year ahead. Of course, 

the monthly groups will continue as usual, since they are very popular and give 

solitary writers the chance to get to know one another. There are plans to have 

workshops on topics relevant to what our writers want to achieve, an Author 

Panel, where you can get your questions answered by people who have already 

been there, and maybe even a competition or two. So please keep an eye out for 

our monthly newsletter.     

 

Jean Frost 
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MEMBERS ONLY - MEMBERS ONLY - MEMBERS ONLY - MEMBERS ONLY – MEMBERS ONLY   

WRITE NOW   SHORT FICTION COMPETITION      RUN BY ROCKINGHAM WRITERS CENTRE 

 

Opens August 1, 2021 

Closes September 30 

Theme – Celebrations 

Length – 1200 to 2000 words   

Entry - $5.00 per story 

Limit 3 entries per person   FULL GUIDELINES COMING UP ON ROCKINGHAM WRITERS CENTRE WEBSITE   

Restricted to Rockingham Writers Centre financial members  

Prizes: Annual trophy 

            Certificates 

Eligible anonymous entries receive a 2-line judge’s feedback comment 

 

Rob brushes up 
Early in 2021, I wrote a short story for a competition in the 

Busselton Fringe Festival in February. My story was accepted, 

and was staged by actors from Busselton during the Fringe 

Festival. The actor who played my story did a fantastic job and 

my object, a very worn out and damaged shaving brush, was sold 

to the highest bidder with proceeds going to a designated Youth 

Theatre program. The story had to be about something with no 

intrinsic value, and I had to write it to make people want to own 

the object portrayed. 

There were hundreds of entries from all over WA, so I was 

excited that mine was chosen to be part of the festival and I was 

there for the acting and auction. 

All the staged stories are also to be published in an anthology. 

My object? A shaving brush that I battered, to make it look like it 

was a hundred or more years older than it is and having survived 

both world wars. This included grinding the bristles down to make 

the brush look almost worn out.      Robert Britza 

GET INVOLVED 
MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE 

Members are urged to get involved with the various groups 

Rockingham Writers Centre runs. Evening and daytime 

schedules mean you can line one or more up. You can attend 

most free, if you are a fully paid up member – no more to pay!  

 

Not sure of your level of ability? Ask – one of the committee 

members will recommend a group suited to your capability and 

the level you want to achieve, or skills you’d like to take on. 

 

All details of groups are on our website 

https://rockinghamwriterscentre.org.au/monthly-writing-groups/ 

 

“Read a thousand 
books, and your 
words will flow like a 
river.”   Lisa See 

https://rockinghamwriterscentre.org.au/monthly-writing-groups/
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Which writers’ group do you attend? How long have you been a 

member?  

I’ve been a member of the Aspiring Authors Group since May 2017. 
 

Tell us your story. Who are you? Where are you from? 

 I live in coastal South Western Australia with my family, a curious cat, 

and two pups trying to dig their way back to Queensland—we're 

Sunshine State ex-pats. I’m a wife and a child wrangler, have been a 

mini-lab photo developer, an admin assistant, a copyeditor, a proof-

reader (no, I can’t edit my own work), and a wannabe baker who wishes I could sing. 
 

What made you want to become a writer?  

Reading was my favourite childhood pastime. In senior year, thanks to a crush on my English teacher and a 

deep desire to impress him, I developed a deep love of writing stories. I’ve always had stories dancing around 

in my head. There was never a doubt I’d write a book ‘someday.’ 
 

What are your genres? 

I write Romantic Suspense, Paranormal Romance, Contemporary Romance and Speculative Fiction but write 

in whatever genre a story takes me. I thought I was a horror writer, but my characters kept wanting to do that 

‘kissing stuff’, so I embraced paranormal romance. I also love contemporary romance, and as luck would have 

it, my first published book is a Romantic Suspense. 
 

 Tell us some of your achievements. 

My short stories have featured and placed in KSP Writing Centre’s Spooky Stories Collections, Western 

Australian and Queensland Writing Group anthologies, RWA’s Little Gems Moonstone Anthology and GEM – a 

2014 Dr Liz Huf Memorial Tribute Anthology. 
 

 Are you published? If not, what are your plans? 

My debut novella, A Nose for Trouble, was released in December 2020. My next novel, An Ear to the Ground, 

releases on July 30, 2021. Currently I’m writing the third in the series, A Twist in the Tail, which will be out in 

December 2021. 
  

 What are your goals?

I’m an organic writer. I would make a few notes of where my story needed to go, and then I’d just wing it. So 

this year I’ve been learning how to plot so I don’t go off on so many weird and wonderful tangents. Having a 

deadline makes a huge difference. I’m currently writing the third book in the Trinket Bay series with a fourth one 

to come. I also have paranormal stories waiting in the wings that I’d like to publish, so I have plenty to keep me 

busy. 
 

What would you like to see more of at Rockingham Writers Centre?  

I’m blessed to be in a giving and nurturing group with the Aspiring Authors. We’re always interested in learning 

to improve our craft, so workshops are always a welcome addition. 

 DETAILS OF DANNIELLE LINE’S NEW RELEASE ARE OVER THE PAGE

 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Georgia Tingley tracks down busy Dannielle Line 

and throws her a few questions 
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When murder and love collide, does duty trump one’s heart? 
 

Lilah Michaels remembers little of her mother’s suicide following a 

violent assault during a robbery at their home over twenty years ago. 

But it’s the only home she’s ever known. Now they’re in danger of 

losing the family property, and she’s pinned her hopes on hosting 

weddings at the winery to appease the bank and buy them some time. 

Until a shocking discovery changes everything. Sergeant Finn Kelly desperately needs a break after a tough 

assignment. All he wants is to catch up with his friends in Trinket Bay as they prepare for their wedding. At 

Hidden Gem Winery, he finds a yearned-for sense of peace. Then he meets the charming woman who’s 

hosting the nuptials, and his thoughts turn toward romance. Finn puts those amorous notions on hold when he 

and his service dog find human remains on the property. Painful memories and an unsolved mystery come to 

light. It’s clear someone wants to keep the past a secret, and they’ll do anything to make sure the truth stays 

buried. Is Lilah as innocent as she seems? Or is she part of the conspiracy? And will Finn lose more than his 

heart in his quest to discover the truth? 

 

An Ear to the Ground is a contemporary romantic suspense novel set in the fictional town of Trinket Bay in 

South Western Australia. 

 

Buy links: 

https://www.gumnutpress.com/product-page/an-ear-to-the-ground  

https://www.booktopia.com.au/an-ear-to-the-ground-d-d-line/ebook/9780645115178.html 
 

To purchase a signed book, please contact Dannielle Line through: 

https://www.facebook.com/ddlauthor 

https://www.instagram.com/d_d_line/ 
 

  

 

Dannielle Line’s new novel 

releases July 30 

A book launch will be held on 

August 7  

at the Kent Street Art Centre’s 

multi-purpose room 

More details on our Facebook 

group 

TIP 
Research personality types and use 

them in your character building 

 WRITING PROMPT

 

https://www.gumnutpress.com/product-page/an-ear-to-the-ground
https://www.gumnutpress.com/product-page/an-ear-to-the-ground
https://www.booktopia.com.au/an-ear-to-the-ground-d-d-line/ebook/9780645115178.html
https://www.facebook.com/ddlauthor
https://www.instagram.com/d_d_line/
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Newsletter Editor 
Rosanne Dingli 
 

Send all content and contributions to  

rosanne.dingli@gmail.com 

with CONTENT-RWC on the subject line 

 

© 2021 All content copyright  

Rockingham Writers Centre - FoRAC 

MEMBERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 
TEENA RAFFA-MULLIGAN 

 Contract for Middle Grade novel The Parent Tamer signed with Dixi Books, UK 
 Picture Book You Can Be a Writer for early primary released in January 
 Two poems accepted for publication in The School Magazine 
 Just Write creative writing book for mid to upper primary released July 1 
 Chapter book Beach Beast featuring her own illustrations to be released July 31 
 Picture book Looking After Grandma (illustrated by Amy Calautti) to be released by Serenity Press in 

September 
MIKE MURPHY 

 Second place in The Best of Times short fiction competition 

 A Life in Short Stories, a collection, to be launched July 25 
HELEN ILES 

 Dark Secrets, a thriller, long-listed for the Sisters in Crime 21st Davitt Awards for 2021 
ALAN PETERSON 

 Debut novel  Tarkine Mist released in July 
ROSANNE DINGLI 

 The Least Consideration, a short story accepted for a December winter holidays anthology in the USA. 
 

Something writerly to brag about? Send us your coups and 

achievements now. How-to details below. 

 

  

“Don’t try to make it logical.”   Franz Kafka OPPORTUNITIES 

The Writing Quarter is an Australian organization that runs a FREE 

monthly short story competition with a small cash prize. All details here: 

https://writingquarter.com.au/competition/ 

 

The Marjorie Barnard Short Story Award is open to Australian residents 

only. Entries close August 31. All details here: 

https://fawnsw.org.au/conditions-2021-marjorie-barnard-short-story-

award/ 

  

The Outstanding Short Story Competition is free to enter for Australian 

and New Zealand writers. It is theme-based and must be LGBTQIA+ 

relevant. Read their guidelines here: 

https://outstandingstories.net/entry-details/ 

More next month! 

mailto:rosanne.dingli@gmail.com
https://writingquarter.com.au/competition/
https://fawnsw.org.au/conditions-2021-marjorie-barnard-short-story-award/
https://fawnsw.org.au/conditions-2021-marjorie-barnard-short-story-award/
https://outstandingstories.net/entry-details/

